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Erada (Intention) 


3, April, 2003 


Editorial 


Killings and Lootings on 
Afghanistan’s Highways 
Are More Than a 
Security Problem 


Highways play a very important role in a 
country, and securing and improving these 
highways, can have positive effects on a 
country's economy, the society and its politics. 
Therefore, insecurity on these highways docs 
not only affect security, but also the economy, 

social and political affairs, and creates security 
problems in the big cities. We can observe 
lootings and killing on the Kabul-kandahar- 
Herat and Mazar-e-Sharf-Kabul-Kunduz roads 
every week as well as aimed gunmen who 
charge drivers and passenger on these roads 
illegally. If the drivers or passengers refuse to 
pay them, they are beaten and punished. It is a 
fact that these thieves, muggers and armed 
people do not only aim to loot and kill people; 
they also aim to destabilize Afghanistan, its 
economy. society and its politics. They 

exhibited one of their cruel activities by killing 
a driver of a car and looting its passengers. 

Such accidents are now common on these 
highways, but government security officials are 
not taking the required action. It seems that 

government security officials are either not in a 
position to do anything to prevent such action, 
or they don't want to do so. 


Armed 
Gunmen Kill 
Three in 
Highway 
Robbery 

Armed gunmen 

stopped a car on the 
Kandahar-Ghazni 
highway on Friday 
evening and killed two 
passengers and the 
driver of the car. They 
looted all materials 
and money of the 
travelers. Witnesses of 
the accident said that 
Mohammad Zaki. a 
12-year-old boy. 

Hamid Ali. his 
relative, and an elderly 
person were . the 
victims of the robbery. 
Residents of the area 
said that the same 
armed group has killed 
many people on the 
same road. They added 
that this group looked 
some cars and killed 
their ' passengers on 
kabul-kandahar main 
road a few days ago. 
but that no action has 
been taken by the 
central government 

vet. _ 




30 March 2003 

The Special 

Representative of 
the Secretary- 

General (SRSG) Mr. 
Brahimi, strongly 
condemns the brutal 
and callus killing of 
Ricardo Munguia. a 
water supply 

engineer with the 
International 
Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) 
on 27 March in 
Shah Wali kot 
District, Kandahar 
Province in southern 
Afghanistan. 

According to 

witnesses' accounts. 
Mr. Munguia was 
murdered because 
he was a foreigner. 

The Special 

Representative 
extends his deepest 
sympathy to Mr. 
Munguia's family, 
friends and ICRC 
colleagues. 

The late Mr. 
Munguia. like every 


member of 

the 

the 

United States 

that 

international 


the 

authorities 

will 

community 

in 

make 

every effort 

to 

Afghanistan was 

there 

find 

and bring 

to 


tor the sole purpose of justice those 

helping the neediest to responsible for this 

improve their living criminal act. 
conditions, those who 


target humanitarian 
workers in such a 
manner are the 
enemies of the people 
of Afghanistan. Such 
an act is an affront to 
the religion. culture 

and tradition of this 
country. 

UN AM A takes notes 
of the fact that the 
Government promptly 
deployed a large 

contingent of security 

forces to the area 

where this criminal act 
was perpetrated. 

The SRSG met with 

President Hamid 

Karzai and with 

Minister of Interior 
Ali Ahmad Jalali to 
discuss this case. He 

conveyed to the 

President the 

expectation of the 
Secretary-General of 


Deputy Special 

Representative Nigel 
Fisher is also meeting 
with local authorities 
and leaders in the 
south as well as with 
UN agencies and 
NGOs in order to 
review the impact of 
this brutal act. 

In honor of Mr 
Munguia's memory and 
in solidarity with our 
ICRC colleagues, UN 
road mission in the 
affected area have been 
temporarily suspended 
until Monday evening. 
This period will also allow 
the United Nations to 
review the security 
situation and consider 
how vest to improve 
security measures 

necessary for 

continued ' operations 
in this region. 



Mullah Dadullah, a high 
ranking military official of 
the Taliban regime, said in 
an interview with the BBC 
Radio that the Taliban 
have regrouped. He 

declared this statement 
this week and added that 
they will keep waging a 
Jihad (the holy war) 

against the Americans and 
their supporters in 
Afghanistan He also 

mentioned that all of the 

leaders of the Mujaheddin 
and the Afghan nation are 
with the Taliban and 
support them "Our 
activities are in progress in 
Afghanistan and we will 


follow them until we expel 
the non-Muslim foreigners 
from Afghanistan," 

Dadullah said In reply to 
the question of a BBC 
correspondent about who is 
providing the Taliban with 
weapons, lie replied that 
they had taken power with 
few facilities and 
possibilities, but that they 
currently have stored many 
weapons in different parts 
of Afghanistan Answering 
the question about whether 
the other Taliban 
commanders have 

welcomed this decision, he 
said that they had selected 
some leaders and 





KandaharrAbdul 
Razaq. the former 
commerce minister 
under the Taliban, 
was arrested with 
some of his 
companions in 


Uruzgan province on 
Monday. Fie was 
arrested during mop- 
up operations that 
began last Thursday. 
A large number of 
the Taliban were 


killed during these 
operations and a lot of 
their weapons were 
found. Both Afghan 
and American forces 
were involved in these 
operations 


Internally Displaced Continue 
to Return Home 

* * 

International Organization for Migration: 


Last week the 
International Office for 
Migration (10M) had to 
cancel two convoys of 
internally displaced 
people who were due to 
return to their homes in 
Badghis province 

because of fighting in the 
province. More than 
1.500 people were due to 
be returning home from 
Maslakh camp in Herat. 


r 


l c 




IOM .will Continue with 
movements to the area as 
soon as the security is 
satisfactory. 

However movements 
from the Maslakh camp 
and other I DP camps in 
Herat continue. On 26 
and 27 March a total of 
some 674 families from 
Maslakh camp returned 
home to their villages in 

i 


districts of 
province. 


Herat 







Eight opponents were 
killed; three were injured 
and 15 were attested in 
"mop-up" operations by 
Afghan and American 
forces in Daree Noor in 
Uruzgan province. A 
report received from the 
same area said that a lot 
of weapons were also 
found in the area. A 
securitv source from 


Kandahar said that the 
opponents killed and 
arrested included 

Taliban, members of Al- 
Qaida and supporters of 
Gulbuddin Hikmatyar. 
The operations were 
aimed at searching for 
remaining members of 
the Taliban and Al-Qaida 
following the killing of a 
Swiss Red Cross worker 


last Thursday. The Red 
Cross employee was on 
his way to survey a water 
supply project in, 
Tarinkot of Uruzgan 
when he was killed. The 
government officials of 
Kandahar and Uruzgan 
said that the Taliban were 
involved in this crime. 


commanders according to 
the message of Mullah 
Omar, and that they will 
continue with the Jihad 
according to his guidance 
as well He clamed that 
they had arrested 60 
government soldiers and 
two American troops and 
that they killed the 
Americans at the time they 
were arrested He said that 
they have no information 
about the whereabouts of 
Osama Bin Laden, and that 
even most high-ranking 
Taliban officials did not 
know anything about him 
and his whereabouts when 
they were in power 


I bis bringing the total of 
assisted I DPs returns this 
year by IOM to 8,969. 
these returns are all done 
in coordination with 
UNHCR and the local 
Ministry for Refugees 
and repartition (MoRR). 
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3, April, 2003 


Seven People Killed in Badghis: 
Taliban, Ismail Khan Accused 


An unknown aimed 
group attacked a 

government military base 
in Balamorghab of 
Badghis .province. Gul 
Mohammad Arifi, the 
Badghis governor, said 
that 150 Taliban 
including Commander 
Mullah Baradar, a 

famous Taliban 

commander attacked a 
military base in 

Balamorghab. Five 

government soldiers and 


two Taliban were killed as 
a result of gunfire between 
them. Eight members of 
Taliban were arrested by 
government forces. 

Governor Arifi refuted the 
report of Afghan Islamic 
Press that quoted Junta 
Khan, a commander in the 
same area as saying that 
forces under command of 
Ismail Khan, the Herat 
governor, had attacked this 
military base Ismail Khan and 
other sources neither confirmed 
nor denied that report 


GhaznirThe governor of 
Ghazni said that Afghan 
soldiers with the help of 
Coalition forces arrested 80 
Taliban members, including 
some high-ranking 

intelligence operatives last 
Monday The arrests 
followed the attack by 
members of the Taliban on 
a military' base in Ghazni 
province Assadullah 

Khalid. the Ghazni 
governor, said that they had 
had been planning to arrest 
remainim’ members of the 


Taliban and Al-Qaida f or | aS | 
four months He said that the 
Interior Ministry of 
Afghanistan was also 

involved in their plan 
Governor Khalid said that 
some delegates from the 
interior ministry are 

interrogating the captives He 
disclosed that most of those 
arrested confessed to the 
attack, that they were from 
the frontier areas of Pakistan 
and that they are being 
supported by people from 
Karachi 


Press Release: 
United States 
Embassy 
Urges Press 
Freedom 

The Embassy of the 
United States has noted 
the recent controversy 
regarding the treatment 
of journalists in Herat, 
and specially the Radio 
Liberty correspondent 
there It is unfortunate 
that these events have 
taken place, especially at 
a time when Herat was 
marking the opening of 
an office of the national 
Human Rights 

Commission Press 

freedom is a basic 
element in building a 
strong and vibrant 
democracy, which is the 
hope of the Afghan 
people The Embassy of 
the United States 
strongly supports the 
rights of all Afghan 
journalists in every part 
of the country to operate 
freely and to report the 
news in an environment 
of tolerance and mutual 
respect 

I. April. 2003 
Embassy of the United 
States of America 


mm 







The American attack 
on Iraq is similar to 
the former Soviet 
Union's attack on 
Afghanistan. 

Americans are 

dropping bombs on 
Iraq as the former 
Soviet Union was 
dropping bombs on 
Afghanistan. 

Dear brothers 
and sisters! 

Be aware and try to 
know that the above- 
mentioned statement 
was released by a very 
high-ranking 


government official who 
has control of a province 
and has gotten to this 
high level and power 
with the help of 
Coalition forces in the 
war against terrorism. 
This person has claimed 
the right to muffle any 
cry against him as well 
as violate human rights 
in the province he 
controls. He has a seat 
in the central 
government, but has 
assumed autonomous 
control of government 
affairs in his province. 


He is not doing all of 
this against the United 
States, but he is scared 
of losing power to 
those who may take 
control of Afghanistan 
in the near future, in his 
opinion He was once 
punished by the regime 
that took control from 
the Mujaheddin , and 
fears that the same thing 
may happen again So he 
is playing into the hands 
of those who may take 
the power to secure his 
future. 

(Baktazh) 



Unknown people shot 
the Jalalabad airport 
with rockets, which 
caused damage but no 
casualties Security 

officials said that these 
rockets miuht have been 


shot by the remaining 
Taliban and Al-Qaida 
members. Some Afghan and 
American forces have 
visited the targeted area, but 
no one has been arrested for 
the attack The report added 


that two new groups 
named Zuif-id-Mujaheddin 
and Fodayan-e-lsalam 
have claimed responsibility 
for this attack and said that 
they were targeting 
American troops 



People say: 

The support of the 
American attack on Iraq bv 
the Transitional 

Government of Afghanistan 
has depressed members the 
independent countries and 
has raised many questions 
It has also caused the 
interference of some 
countries in Afghanistan 
that used to interfere in the 
past It has provided an 
opportunity for these 
countries to oppose the 
government and promote 
terrorist activities in 
Afghanistan 
People say: 

When and where have the 
United Nations and the 
United States fulfilled their 
promises that they had 
pledged to Afghanistan 9 
They have lost their trust 
among the Afghan people, 
and their promises are not 
acceptable anymore Now. 
they are trying to deceive 
the world and the Iraqis that 
they are going to support, 
reconstruct and stabilize 
Iraq after the collapse of 
Saddam Hussein's regime 
People say: 


Some people want the 
American troops leave 
Afghanistan They say that 
they are against the policy 
of central government in 
relation to American attack 
on Iraq Indeed, they want 
to benefit from those 
donors who are also against 
the American attack 
Therefore, they are trying 
to attract the attention of 
those donors who want to 
have some investment in 
Afghanistan in the future 
People say: 

Teachers are not hired 
because of their knowledge or 
work experience, but they are 
hired because they are jobless 
or are relati\es of the 
employers A few days ago 
some reporters from a local 
radio station went to report on 
one of the high schools in 
Kabul They obser\ed that 
those teachers who were 
teaching Pashto subjects were 
not familiar with Pashto and 
could not even pronounce 
Pashto words. If the Pashto 
subjects have this many 
problems. how many 
problems would the other 
subjects have 9 
People say: 


Some days ago an 
electricity cable of the 
block number 28, 29, 30, 
3 I and 36 was burned and 
residents had no electricity 
for two weeks Hundreds of 
the residents of these 
.blocks contacted the 
responsible administrations, 
but no one could help them 
Finally, they made a plan 
and collected 20 rupees per 
apartment to be given to the 
responsible officials as a 
bribe.since nothing can be 
done without bribery in this 
country 
People say: 

When there was no price 
rate. ..taxi drivers were 
charging the passenger only 
two or three rupees above 
the fare But as soon as the 
price rate was announced 
by the government, taxi 
drivers with the help of 
traffic officers, charged 
poor passengers more than 
before If the passengers 
refused to pay that much, 
they were beaten and 
forced to pay it 
People say: 

Those who have cars in 
Kabul city need to sell their 
cars and buy airplanes, 
because none of them can 
get to their offices on time 
due to the bad ti^ffic and 
narrow roads If they do so, 
the bicycle riders will have 
a path which is missing 
nowadays and there will be 
a walkway for the other 
people as well 



mi 


A team from the Afghan 
Government, the World Food 
Program (WFP). UNHCR, the 
non-government organization 
World Vision, and UNAMA 
is making an assessment of 
the valley near Chartaq in 
Hawand District in Badghis 
province to see if there has 
been further damage 
following a mudslide in the 
area on 24 March 
A preliminary assessment in 
Chartaq hs indicated that 33 
houses were destroved. 15 



shops badly damaged and a 
further 35 shops moderately 
damaged by the mudslide 
caused by heavy rains. 

World Vision has already 
distributed non-food items to 
those who lost their homes in 
the disaster and UNHCR is 
supply ing them with food 
The mudslide also blocked 
the road between Regge and 
Chartaq which was cleared 
by a team from a WFP Food 
for Work program involving 
200 households 


Erada at your service 


Erada in fulfilling its role, 
which is to serve the 
country and its citizens It 
now has a greater 
circulation in the capital 
and provinces. It has 
planed to take a big step 
in publishing and 
advertising in the country 
Erada publishes 

announcement of the 
missing children, mental 
patients, assistance of the 
welfare NGOs, Red 

Cross, Ministry of 

education. Ministry of 
Martyrs and Disabled and 
Immigration affairs free- 
of-charge 

Erada charges for 

publishing obituaries, 
message of condolence. 


and missiim documents 


Erada 

accepts 

advertisements 

Government 

from 

Administrations 

and 

Organizations at 50% 
discount 

Erada publishes 
advertisements. 

business 

advertisements 

for 

publicity of the 

national 


traders internal and 
external NGOs with 30 
% discount. 

Erada also gives free 
advice in arrangement 
of the advertisements 
and pictures for them. 
Address: Parwan tnina. 
Cinema Baharistan, 
Hajji Mir Ahmad Street, 
house # 95 


Rocket Attack 
Targets 
International 
Military 

Kabul: A rocket hit 

kolop-e-A.skari (a 

military club-house) last 
Sunday night. The 
targeted area is the place 
where some members of 
the International 

Security Assistance 
Force (1SAF) stay. A 
spokesman for these 
forces said that no one 
was injured in the 
rocket attack but that 
the rockets damaged a 
building there. He 
added that another 
rocket missed its target 
and hit an area in Pul- 
e-Charkhi and caused 
no damage or casualties. 
No one has taken the 
responsibility for these 
attacks, but security 
officials said that 
members of the Taliban 
and Al-Qaida. including 
supporters of Gulbuddin 
Hikmatyar, were 

involved in these 
crimes. They added that 
are trying to arrest the 
involved people in these 
attacks 
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